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intervention of Russia in freeing the Oriental Slavs
from the Turkish yoke. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
under the direction of the Chancellor, Prince Gortcha-
koff, of keen and sound intelligence, despite his advanced
age, attempted to oppose this propaganda for some time,
but ended by following the current. Moreover, one of
the most ardent advocates of Slavophilism was a high
functionary in the Ministry, M. Tutscheff, a poet of
great talent and a brilliant talker, who was listened to
with the highest interest in Countess BloudofFs salon
and at the Court.
The two years which preceded the war of 1877 were
marked by an ever-increasing effervescence of Russian
sympathy for the cause of the Slavs in the Orient. This
movement pervaded all classes of society, and manifested
itself by a great warlike enthusiasm on the part of the
young men of Russia and by the enlistment of many
volunteers in the Serbian army. My elder brother
entered a regiment of the guard, and when war was
declared against Turkey he went to the front; I was
burning to follow his example, but my youth prevented,
so I kept on with my studies, and when, being scarcely
nineteen years of age, I was finally free to follow my own
wishes, the war had just been terminated by the peace of
San Stephano (March 3rd, 1878). In order not to lose
my chance of taking part in the events that were ensuing
in the Balkans and in which I was passionately interested,
I entered the diplomatic service and made my debut
some months later as an attache at Constantinople. The
Russian Government had renewed diplomatic relations
with Turkey, sending as Ambassador Prince Lobanoff,
later Minister of Foreign Affairs. Thanks to the pro-
tection and constant friendship of that eminent states-
man I climbed quickly the first steps of the diplonqtatic